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Executive Summary

The Deschutes National Forest (DNF) and the Ochoco National Forest (ONF)

support an extensive network of over 2,000 miles of trails and 300 other
developed recreation sites, including campgrounds, that provide opportunities
for a wide range of outdoor recreation activities to residents and visitors
alike, near the communities of Central Oregon (Figure ES- 1).

These amenities and opportunities supported by the DNF and the ONF host over 2 million trips

for recreational activities each year, and this number is expected to grow to over 3 million trips
per year by 2040. Recreational infrastructure on the two national forests is an essential driver of

the vitality and resilience of the Central Oregon economy and community, benefiting Deschutes

County in particular. Demand from residents and visitors continues to grow rapidly, while the
development and maintenance budget for the two forests cannot keep pace. Timber harvest
revenue and federal appropriations historically provided a financial basis to support the full
range of uses on national forests, but they can no longer be relied upon. Volunteers provide a

central and critical role in the creation, maintenance, and improvement of the recreation

infrastructure, with over 60,000 hours contributed annually. But there are limits to the roles and

capital requirements volunteer hours can address.

Figure ES- 1. Trail Density on Central Oregon National Forests
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This report compiles the best available information on the state of the
recreation infrastructure on the DNF and the ONF from a supply perspective,
as well as the uses and users from a demand perspective.

In conjunction, this information supports analysis of the benefits, spending, and economic
impacts of recreation in both forests for the regional community and businesses. It also helps to
highlight where and how investment is needed to keep pace with growing demand, considering
the priorities of local private and public stakeholders, and the kinds of funding mechanisms
that may be used to capture the variety of benefits generated by beneficiary type and

geography.

Figure ES- 2. Trail Miles by Activity Type, ONF
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Note that managed is the primary use designation for a trail, and acceptable includes other uses that are allowed on a
particular trail but not necessarily intended or a factor in design and management.

Both forests differ in the types of recreational opportunities they supply and the types of
demand they cater to. Compared to the DNF, the ONF provides less developed recreational
opportunities. It has fewer miles of trails and campgrounds compared to the DNF and primarily
attracts dispersed use. Trail-based activities are popular on both forests but ONF primarily
caters to hikers and equestrian users while the DNF serves a growing community of local and
non-local mountain bikers. The DNF also supplies more opportunities for snow-based activities
to visitors due to its higher elevation and greater snowfall patterns along with motor-based trail
use. Both forests provide recreational opportunities to communities within 60-minute
drivetimes. While the DNF is very close to Bend, Sunriver, Sisters, and LaPine as well as
Crescent, parts of the ONF such as the Crooked River National Grasslands are close to Madras
and Prineville.
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