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His brilliance is assumed from the 
beginning. He is not disproportionately 
disciplined but rather is poured into and 
allowed to have bad days, like all of us 
humans. When he does so, he is supported 
to take deep breaths to calm his brain and 
learns emotional skills that strengthen his 
resiliency and emotional intelligence. He 
is given rigorous coursework so his math 
and literacy outcomes outpace his peers 
in the district. He is not just literate in the 
STEM field, he is fluent. He knows that his 
people have contributed meaningfully to 
the fabric of this nation in science, math, 
technology, architecture, medicine and 
literature. His cultural identity is not at 
odds with his academic success.
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A collaborative of schools along with Black led and Black 
serving community organizations working together to 
unify and elevate the Black educational experience and 
improve outcomes for Black children, youth and families.
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An intentional and comprehensive learning infrastructure 
and pipeline in the heart of Albina that is anchored by a 
renovated Je! erson High School working in concert with 
educators across the learning continuum.
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Je! erson High School, KairosPDX at Humboldt School, 
Harriet Tubman Middle School, PCC Cascade, Albina Head 
Start, Self Enhancement, Inc., Urban League of Portland,  
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church vocational training 
programs, and private businesses. 
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Unify and elevate Black learning from early pre-
kindergarten through higher education, and guide young 
learners throughout their tenure in PPS with proven 
culturally speciÞc models. In addition to education, 
the Center for Black Excellence would advocate for 
Black children, provide networking and connecting 
opportunities, highlight excellence within the community, 
and facilitate giving back.
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Establish a campus that is exclusively 
designed to welcome and center 
the experiences and development 
of PortlandÕs children, youth and 
families.
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A reimagined Concordia campus in 
NE Portland.
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ChildrenÕs Theater, ChildrenÕs 
Museum, PIL Athletic Pavilion, PPS 
Headquarters, and PPS University 
for continuing education.  PPS could 
also partner with local philanthropy to 
design the ChildrenÕs Quarter.
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PPS HQ o" ce, a! ordable housing for 
families and teachers, health center, 
art and athletic facilities.
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BOTTOM PHOTOS FROM LEFT: 
PARKDALE REVITILAZATION PROJECT, PORTLAND (photo credit, Bruce Ely)
CHILDRENS THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO (photo source, Handful Players)
PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOL CLASSROOM, PORTLAND (photo source, PPS Facebook)
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