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Virginia Wiltshire-Gordon, Research Analyst 

B.A. Environmental Economics, Middlebury College 

Virginia Wiltshire-Gordon joined ECONorthwest as a Research Analyst in July 2016. She 

specializes in economic and spatial analysis, which she has applied to projects related to 

cost/benefit analysis, economic impact analysis, and data visualizations. Virginia is skilled in 

Stata, ArcGIS, and QGIS, as well as other spatial technologies. Prior to joining ECONorthwest, 

Virginia wrote a senior thesis examining the interactions of environmental and income 

inequality in the United States and was involved with research though an REU program 

visualizing a hedonic analysis of property value correlated with proximity to varying public 

land uses in the Adirondack Park. Virginia graduated magna cum laude from Middlebury 

College with a B.A. in Environmental Economics and minors in Mathematics and Biology.   

Representative Projects 

Virginia Wiltshire-Gordon has served as Research Analyst on the following projects, unless otherwise 

noted: 

URBAN PLANNING AND REDEVELOPMENT 

▪ Portland Local Transportation Improvement Fee—Portland, OR (2015–Ongoing). 

Serving as GIS analyst. Recommending an LTIF that can be adopted into Title 17 of the 

City Code to assess development projects on unimproved streets for transportation 

infrastructure improvements.  

▪ Henderson Education Support—Henderson, NV (2017–Ongoing). Serving as GIS 

analyst. Providing ongoing support to the City of Henderson and their Community 

Education Advisory Board (CEAB) on education topics. Initially, provided an 

assessment of the performance of local schools and an overview of evidence-based 

youth programming that have been shown to impact student outcomes. 

▪ Henderson Eastside Investment Strategy—Henderson, NV (2018–Ongoing). Serving as 

GIS analyst. Assisting the City’s Redevelopment Agency to assess the area’s conditions 

and identify clear strategies for implementation. 

▪ Economic Mobility in Washington County—Washington County, OR  

(2018–Ongoing). Serving as GIS analyst. Providing socio-economic and demographic 

analyses to support a larger report on Washington County’s future. Analyses is 

organized around recent, seminal research by Dr. Raj Chetty and colleagues that showed 

that 1980s-era conditions in Washington County had large, positive effects on the 

earnings of children who grew up there. The study concluded that income integration, a 

broad middle class, good schools, short commutes, strong social capital, and a number 

of other key factors were key to providing economic mobility for a generation of county 
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residents. The ECO analyses will summarize the Chetty findings and evaluate recent 

trends to determine whether the county’s mobility-enhancing conditions are 

strengthening or weakening.  

▪ Beaverton VHDZ Displacement Analysis—Beaverton, OR (2018–Ongoing). Serving as 

GIS analyst. Analyzing the potential for direct and indirect displacement of residents in 

the proposed vertical housing development zone (VHDZ) in downtown Beaverton. 

Under new State requirements adopted this year, they must conduct a displacement 

analysis as part of that proposal. 

▪ Up For Growth On-Call Contract—Nationwide (2018–Ongoing). Serving as GIS 

analyst. Performing on-call data and research requests relating to housing, urban 

development, transportation, demographics and economics for Up For Growth, a 

national 501(c)(6) organization that advocates for federal and state policies enabling 

transit oriented development.  

▪ PP-ZGF Broadway Corridor Master Plan—Portland, OR (2018–Ongoing). Serving as 

GIS and general analyst. Undertaking market and development feasibility analysis for 

the Broadway Corridor area as subs to ZGF.  

▪ Oregon State Housing Plan—Statewide, OR (2018). Served as GIS and general analyst. 

Worked with the Oregon Housing and Community Services Department to develop a 

State Housing Plan that guided policies and implementation of affordable housing 

programs. The State Housing Plan set annual goals and developed measurable outcomes 

for implementation of state policy. It also acted as a reliable reference and messaging 

tool for policy makers, affordable housing providers and advocates, and governmental 

agencies to clearly articulate housing and service needs and describe general housing 

trends and issues in Oregon. The State Housing Plan presented policy recommendations 

and identified strategies for housing and related investment to implement the policies.  

▪ Akana USACE Dalles Tribal Village Socioeconomic Impacts—Klickitat County, WA 

(2018). Assessed the socioeconomic impacts (socioeconomic, environmental justice, 

recreation, land use, and transportation) associated with establishing a tribal village at 

one of three potential sites in Klickitat County as subcontractors to Akana. 

▪ Hillsboro Small Cell Tower Rate Study—Hillsboro, OR (2018). Served as GIS analyst. 

Developed a rate structure for the City of Hillsboro for the placement of small cell 

towers in the City’s right-of-way. 

▪ Oregon Cultural Trust Impact Analysis—Statewide, OR (2018). Served as GIS analyst. 

Measured the impact of the Trust’s activities, including its tax credit, on the state’s 

economy and cultural vitality for the Oregon Cultural Trust. 

▪ MWA/Tigard Civic Campus Plan—Tigard, OR (2017). Served as GIS analyst. Assisted 

the City of Tigard with its Civic Center Visioning project through three broad tasks: 1. 

Evaluate future demand for public services and changes in service delivery methods. 2. 

Prioritize program elements to include on the Civic Center site. 3. Develop a funding 

plan.  
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▪ MARC TOD Study—Kansas City, MO (2017). Served as GIS analyst. Studied the 

impacts of potential transit expansion in Kansas City for Mid-America Regional Council.  

▪ Kennewick Industrial Lands Analysis—Kennewick, WA (2016). Conducted a 

suitability analysis for potential industrial development using GIS analysis for Franklin 

and Benton counties in Washington in conjunction with the Kennewick Community 

Planning Department. 

▪ Status of Women and Girls in Oregon Report—Portland, OR (2016). Assisted in data 

visualization of non-white populations of women and girls in Oregon. 

▪ Urban Growth Boundary Expansion—Astoria & Tigard, OR (2016). Assisted with an 

Urban Growth Boundary expansion plan for the Cities of Astoria and Tigard. 

▪ Skagit Council of Governments Housing Inventory and Transportation Analysis—

Skagit County, WA (2016). Assisted in data visualization of housing stock and demand 

in Skagit County. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

▪ Rogue-Siskiyou Forest Wildfire Treatment Benefits—Rogue-Siskiyou Forest, OR and 

CA (2016–Ongoing). Serving as GIS and general analyst. Collaborating with FS staff to 

identify and quantify primary benefits of wildfire fuel treatments and associated 

restoration activities on the Rogue-Siskiyou National Forest for the USFS PNW Research 

Station.  

▪ Peak-USFS BNF French Hazard WUI EA—Boise National Forrest, ID (2017–Ongoing). 

Serving as GIS and general analyst. Performing socioeconomic analyses of a proposed 

wildland restoration and hazardous fuels reduction project in the Boise National Forest 

for the US Forest Service as sub to Peak Science Communication. The analysis will be 

included in the agency’s Environmental Assessment of the project under NEPA.  

▪ RES-Skookumchuck Wind Energy Socioeconomic Analysis—Thurston and Lewis 

Counties, WA (2017–Ongoing). Serving as GIS and general analyst. Preparing a 

socioeconomic impact analysis for an EIS under SEPA for the proposed Skookumchuck 

Wind Energy project in Thurston and Lewis Counties for RES. The analysis will be 

included in a 3rd party EIS with Lewis or Thurston County acting as the lead agency.  

▪ King County Wastewater LTCP On-Call—King County, WA (2017–Ongoing). Serving 

as GIS and general analyst. Working as part of the contract team supporting 

development of the stormwater/wastewater long-term control plan as a sub to Carollo. 

Conducting the Financial Capability Assessment that we had initially worked on 

through a separate contract (under Herrera and CH2M).  

▪ Switzler Reservoir NED/RED/NEPA—Klickitat County, WA (2017–Ongoing). Serving 

as GIS and general analyst. Conducting benefit-cost analysis, impact analysis, and EIS 

socioeconomic analysis specific to Switzler Reservoir as part of WA Ecology’s Horse 

Heaven Hills project. This is a continuation of past work by ECO on this project.  
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▪ King County Green Stormwater Infrastructure On-Call —King County, WA  

(2017–Ongoing). Providing on-call economic analyses for King County Wastewater 

Treatment Division regarding use of green stormwater infrastructure. 

▪ Chetco Fire Impact Analysis—Curry County, OR (2018–Ongoing). Serving as GIS and 

general analyst. Assessing the economic impact of the Chetco Fire on regional 

communities via effects on timber, fisheries, tourism, and relocation decisions for the 

South Coast Development Council. Investigating funding and recovery strategies.  

▪ ODF Habitat Conservation Plan BCA—Statewide, OR (2018–Ongoing). Serving as GIS 

and general analyst. Conducting a benefit-cost analysis of options for developing habitat 

conservation plans for threatened and endangered species across all ODF forests For 

Oregon Department of Forestry. This includes scenarios for species not currently listed, 

but likely to be listed, over the next 30-50 years. HCPs are an alternative to no-take 

policies and allow for some incidental take. This work is in collaboration with ICF’s HCP 

team, which intends to conduct the HCP for ODF if they move forward.  

▪ Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Implementation—Kittitas County, WA (2017). Served as 

GIS and general analyst. Supported the YBIP Implementation process by helping 

proponents develop and communicate economic arguments in support of the plan.  

▪ Seattle Waterfront Green Infrastructure—Seattle, WA (2017). Served as GIS analyst. 

Identified and quantified the benefits of green stormwater infrastructure and park space 

as part of the plan for the Central Waterfront with the Alaska Way Viaduct removal for 

the Nature Conservancy, in collaboration with Friends of Waterfront Seattle and Seattle 

2030 District.  

▪ Pew-BLM Recreation Spending Analysis—Nationwide (2017). Served as GIS analyst. 

Calculated recreation spending and economic impacts associated with non-motorized 

recreation on BLM lands across the US.  

▪ WQ Standard Costs—Statewide, WI (2017). Conducted an economic review of 

Wisconsin’s Total Phosphorus Multi-Discharger Variance Proposal. Provided 

suggestions for alternative assumptions and justification for updating cost curves, REMI 

model inputs, and other calculations. 

▪ San Diego TMDL Benefit-Cost Analysis—San Diego, CA (2016). Helped conduct an 

environmental cost-benefit analysis with San Diego Regional Water Quality Control 

Board (San Diego Water Board) and a coalition of governmental and non-governmental 

entities (Steering Committee) on the review of their total maximum daily load (TMDL) 

re-evaluation project. 

▪ Bend Parks Scoping—Bend, OR (2016). Assisted in conducting an economic analysis of 

the contributions of investments and services of the Bend Parks and Recreation District. 

▪ Gowanus Canal Superfund Allocator Study—New York City, NY (2016). Served as 

GIS and general analyst. Determined the real estate value impacts that will result from 

the remediation of the Gowanus Canal Superfund site in New York City.  Work is for a 

possible settlement.  
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MARKET AND ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 

▪ Assessing Demand for Rural Passenger Air Service in Oregon—Statewide, OR (2018). 

Served as GIS and general analyst. Assessed the potential demand for air passenger 

service throughout the state, focusing on rural areas, for the Oregon Department of 

Aviation (ODA). Described current trends in use of air service statewide, focusing on 

both scheduled passenger service and air-taxi/charter service. Through a literature 

review and key-informant interviews, identified the primary socioeconomic factors that 

correlate with demand for air travel and analyzed them geographically. After analyzing 

potential demand across Oregon, conducted three case studies (Central Coast, Central 

Oregon, and Eastern Oregon) to illustrate factors that influence demand within specific 

markets at the local level. ODA will use the information developed in this study to 

inform decisions about where to make future investments in rural passenger air service.  

▪ Economic Contributions of Cambia Health Services—Pacific Northwest (2017). Served 

as GIS analyst. Evaluated how Cambia Health Solutions’s (Cambia), a health solutions 

company based in the Pacific Northwest, business operations and employees 

contributed to the regional economy. Used the IMPLAN input-output model to examine 

the economic effects of Cambia’s business operations, charitable contributions, fiscal 

spending, and capital spending on the economies of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and 

Utah. 

▪ MAC Club Demographic and Market Study—Portland, OR (2017). Served as GIS 

analyst. Conducted demographic forecast of membership and market study for the 

MAC Club. 

▪ Travel Oregon Recreation Analysis—Portland, OR (2016). Conducted a literature 

review on the importance of recreation in Oregon’s economy, identifying the demand 

for recreation and Oregon’s competitive advantage.  
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