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Melissa Rowe, Project Manager 

M.S. Urban Studies, Cleveland State University 
B.A. Humanities, Brigham Young University 

 
Melissa Rowe joined ECONorthwest in 2010, specializing in education and social policy. Her 
areas of expertise include program evaluation, policy research, and technical writing. Melissa's 
project work focuses on education outcomes, state and regional economic conditions, poverty 
reduction strategies, and human service programs. She has collaborated on projects for the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Lumina Foundation, Oregon’s Chalkboard Project, the 
Oregon Business Council, the Women’s Foundation of Oregon, Idaho’s J.A. and Kathryn 
Albertson Foundation, and Washington’s League of Education Voters. Prior to joining 
ECONorthwest, Melissa was the Managing Editor of Economic Development Quarterly, a peer-
reviewed journal focused on the intersection of theory and practice in U.S. economic 
revitalization. She also coauthored a demographic analysis of poverty and self-sufficiency in 
Oregon that illustrates the use of an alternative measure of income adequacy. Melissa was 
awarded the Howard I. Bruce Award for Excellence from the Levin College of Urban Affairs.  

Representative Projects 

Melissa Rowe has served as Project Manager on the following projects, unless otherwise noted: 

§ Postsecondary Attainment Model—Indianapolis, IN (2015–Present). Developed a 
quantitative scenario model that estimates postsecondary completion outcomes through 
2025 for the Lumina Foundation. 

§ Scenario Planning Tools—Seattle, WA (2013–Present). Developed quantitative models 
to inform the strategies of three U.S.-based education initiatives at the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  

§ Poverty Reduction Strategy—Portland, OR (2013–Present). Provided research and 
analysis underlying a statewide poverty reduction strategy and regional pilot projects in 
high-poverty areas for the Oregon Business Council. 

§ Salem/Keizer Coalition for Equality Evaluation Services—Salem, OR (2013–Present). 
Evaluated impacts on student outcomes for two programs (Educa e Inspira and Leyendo 
Avanzamos) for the Salem/Keizer Coalition for Equality. 

§ I Have a Dream Foundation Evaluation Services—Portland, OR (2013–Present). 
Analyzed educational outcomes and developed a model that predicts dropout and 
college attendance probabilities for the I Have a Dream Foundation’s Oregon program. 
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§ Report on the Status of Women and Girls in Oregon—Portland, OR (2015–2016). 
Developed a comprehensive statistical analysis of the condition of women and girls in 
Oregon for the Women’s Foundation of Oregon. 

§ TeachOregon Evaluation—Portland, OR (2014–2016). Conducted a process study and 
an impact study to evaluate the outcomes of TeachOregon, a five-site demonstration 
project supporting innovative and collaborative models to prepare the next generation 
of Oregon teachers, for the Chalkboard Project. 

§ Research for the Chalkboard Project—Portland, OR (2014–2015). Provided policy 
research and white papers on taxation, teacher licensing fees, teacher compensation, and 
teacher time use for the Chalkboard Project. 

§ Albertson Foundation Consulting—Boise, ID (2014). Developed fact books on K–12 
education funding and employers’ needs in Idaho and analyzed the near-term supply of 
and demand for middle-skill/wage occupations, for the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson 
Foundation. 

§ South Shore School Evaluation—Seattle, WA (2013). Conducted an evaluation of 
Seattle’s South Shore School (previously the New School) for the League of Education 
Voters. 

§ Oregon Education Strategy—Salem, OR (2011–2014). Prepared reports and 
presentations outlining Oregon’s strategies for achieving a unified education system that 
supports innovative teaching and learning, for Oregon education commissions and 
boards.  

§ Building Assets for Fathers and Families Demonstration Project—Washington, DC 
(2010–2012). Provided technical support for a nationwide pilot program seeking to 
increase financial self-sufficiency among low-income families involved in the child 
support system, for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

§ Oregon Commission on Children and Families—Salem, OR (2011). Reviewed selected 
programs and activities and estimated the state’s return on investment for the Oregon 
Commission on Children and Families. 

§ Federal Stimulus for Child Support Enforcement—Washington, DC (2010–2011). With 
MEF Associates, analyzed the effects of federal stimulus funding on state child support 
programs for the Office of Child Support Enforcement. 

§ ARRA Program Impact Analysis—Salem, OR (2010–2011). Analyzed the fiscal, 
economic, and social impacts of ARRA expenditures on workforce development 
programs, including youth employment programs, in Oregon for the Oregon 
Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development. 

§ Child Support Electronic Referrals—Olympia, WA (2010). Evaluated the impacts of 
staff training and improvements to the state’s electronic referral systems for Washington 
State’s Division of Child Support Enforcement. 
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Representative Publications 

§ Coauthored “Where the Ends Don’t Meet: Measuring Poverty and Self-Sufficiency 
Among Oregon’s Families,” Institute of Metropolitan Studies, Portland State University, 
January 2010.    

 


