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Robert Parker, Project Director 

M.U.R.P Urban and Regional Planning, University of Oregon 
B.S. Natural Resource Management, Colorado State University 

 
Bob Parker is a Project Director with ECONorthwest with a background in land-use and 
transportation planning, demographic analysis and forecasting, tourism and recreation, 
economic impact analysis, natural resource management, survey design and analysis, and 
computer modeling. Bob’s specialty is the nexus between land-use planning and economic 
development. He has conducted numerous urban growth boundary assessments, market 
analysis and feasibility studies, and surveys for cities throughout Oregon. Bob is an Instructor 
in the Department of Planning, Public Policy, and Management at the University of Oregon, 
where he teaches core courses in the graduate Community and Regional Planning program. Bob 
is also currently serving as the Director of the Community Planning Workshop at the University 
of Oregon and is the Program Manager for the EDA Center for Economic Development at the 
University of Oregon.   

Representative Projects 

Bob Parker has served as Project Director on the following projects, unless otherwise noted: 
§ Urbanization Analysis—Various, OR. Conducted urbanization analyses to determine 

the employment and residential land needs and provide technical analysis for a 
comprehensive plan update for the Oregon cities of: Bend, Corvallis, Salem, North 
Plains, Jacksonville, Grants Pass, Eugene, Springfield, Junction City, Sandy, Rockaway 
Beach, Harrisburg, Ontario, and Madras. Urbanization projects may include forecasting 
population and employment, an economic opportunities analysis, a housing needs 
analysis, analysis of policies to increase land use efficiency, and an analysis of potential 
urban growth boundary expansion areas. 

§ Economic Opportunities Analysis—Various, OR. Conducted economic opportunities 
analyses to determine commercial and industrial land needs and provide technical 
analysis for a comprehensive plan update in the Oregon cities of: Sweet Home, Talent, 
Newport, Tillamook, Ashland, Cottage Grove, Brookings, Lake Oswego, Damascus, 
Pendleton, Lebanon, Albany, Oakridge, and The Dalles, as well as for the Salem-Keizer 
Region, Jackson County, and the Bear Creek Valley. Economic opportunities analysis 
includes: development of long-term economic development strategy, inventory of 
suitable employment land, an assessment of infill and redevelopment potential, analysis 
of historical economic trends, identification of comparative and competitive advantages, 
development of an employment forecast, identification of potential growth industries, 
identification of the characteristics of needed sites for potential growth industries, 
determination of the sufficiency of employment land, and identification of the 
implications of the analysis for economic development. 
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§ Housing Needs Analysis—Various, OR. Conducted housing needs analyses to 
determine residential land needs and provide technical analysis for a comprehensive 
plan update in the Oregon cities of: Hillsboro, Hood River, Talent, Scappoose, 
Sherwood, Wilsonville, Newport, Phoenix, Damascus, Medford, and Pendleton, as well 
as for the Salem-Keizer Region, Jackson County, and the Bear Creek Valley. Housing 
needs analysis includes: inventory of suitable employment land, an assessment of infill 
and redevelopment potential, analysis of national and state housing trends, analysis of 
local housing trends and densities, population forecast, analysis of demographic trends, 
analysis of housing affordability, forecast of housing needs, determination of the 
sufficiency of residential land, and identification of the implications of the analysis for 
residential development. 

§ Population Forecast—Various. Forecasted population in the following areas: Hood 
River County (OR), Jefferson County (OR), Jackson County (OR), Malheur County (OR), 
Josephine County (OR), Redmond (OR), City of Blaine (WA), City of Sandpoint (ID), and 
the Foothills Subarea (WA). 

§ Corvallis Housing Survey and Market Analysis—Corvallis, OR (2014). Developed and 
implemented a housing demand survey of employees working in the City of Corvallis, 
and also developed an analysis of the factors contributing to Corvallis’ housing market 
and developed policies to encourage development of housing affordable to workers in 
Corvallis.  

§ Newberg Buildable Lands Inventory and Urban Growth Boundary Expansion 
Evaluation—Newberg, OR (2017). Developed an inventory of residential and 
employment land and evaluated UGB expansion using the new Division 38 streamlined 
process for UGB expansion.  

§ Madras UGB Expansion Analysis—Madras, OR (2016). Expansion of the Madras, 
Oregon urban growth boundary for expansion for a large-lot industrial site and the 
City's airport. 

§ Washington County South Industrial Area Infrastructure Study—Washington 
County, OR (2016). Developed an infrastructure development and funding strategy for 
a large, industrial zoned unincorporated area within the Portland metropolitan region. 

§ RVCOG Transportation Allocations—Jackson County, OR (2016). Developed a model 
to allocate population and employment to transportation analysis zones, in support of 
the update of the Regional Transportation Plan. 

§ Banks Housing Policy Analysis—Banks, OR (2017). Evaluated options for policies to 
allow larger-lot single-family detached housing development in Banks through changes 
to the City’s zoning code and zoning map. 

§ Bethel School District Facilities Plan—Eugene, OR (2014). Assisted the Bethel School 
District in updating their Facilities Plan. 
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§ Westmont Living Newport UGB Expansion Analysis—Newport, OR (2013). Analyzed 
the expansion of the Newport, Oregon urban growth boundary for a private client for 
the development of memory care living facility. 

§ Heartland Regional Plan and Fair Housing Equity Assessment—Omaha, NE (2013). 
Developed technical analysis for a Fair Housing Equity Assessment for the Heartland 
Region. 

§ Giles French Park Market and Feasibility Analysis—Sherman County, OR (2013). 
Developed a market and feasibility analysis for an RV park in Sherman County, Oregon.  

§ Skagit County Industrial Lands, Buildable Lands Inventory—Skagit County, WA 
(2013). Developed an inventory of buildable industrial land and estimated the demand 
for industrial land and the characteristics of land needed by industrial firms in Skagit 
County, Washington.  

§ Oregon Parks Association Deferred Maintenance Needs Assessment—Albany, OR 
(2012). Assessed and documented the type and estimated cost of deferred maintenance 
projects for Oregon’s county parks for the Oregon Parks Association.  

§ South Albany Area Plan—Albany, OR (2010). Conducted a market analysis of long-
term demand for housing and commercial and industrial built space in Albany, as part 
of a Concept Plan for the South Albany Study Area.  

§ City of Woodburn Transit Plan Update—Woodburn, OR (2010). Projected future 
transit funding and research sources of transit funding for the City of Woodburn.  

§ Transportation Planning Allocations—Skagit & Island Counties, WA (2009). 
Developed a forecast model to allocate population and employment to TAZ for 
Transportation System Plan (TSP) updates in Skagit and Island counties.  

§ City of Springfield Buildable Lands Inventory Database Enhancements—Springfield, 
OR (2008). Developed GIS data models and query systems for the City of Springfield for 
a buildable lands monitoring system.  

§ Oregon Tourism Commission Local Transient Lodging Tax Evaluation—Salem, OR 
(2007). Analyzed transient lodging tax revenues for Travel Oregon.  

§ Regional Wetland Mitigation Assessment—Willamette Valley, OR (2007). Evaluated 
the financial impact of wetland mitigation measures on the financial feasibility of 
development in the mid-Willamette Valley.  

§ CTED Buildable Lands Program Evaluation—Tacoma, WA (2007). Developed a 
methodology and set of evaluation indicators for the State of Washington's Buildable 
Lands Program. 

§ Evaluation of Thurston County’s Buildable Lands Methodology—Thurston County, 
WA (2006). Evaluated Thurston County’s buildable lands methodology and population 
and employment forecast methodology. 
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§ Lane County Commercial and Industrial Lands Inventory—Lane County, OR (2005). 
Designed and compiled a database of all commercial and industrial tax lots in 
unincorporated Lane County and within the Eugene-Springfield UGB.  

§ Ellensburg Comprehensive Plan Update—Ellensburg, WA (2005). Evaluated the 
market for retail development in Ellensburg, Washington. 

§ Tulalip Housing Needs Survey—Tulalip, WA (2005). Surveyed Tulalip Tribal members 
to assess current housing preferences and determine future housing needs.  

§ Subdivision Controls as Regulatory Barrier to Affordable Housing—Nationwide 
(2004). Conducted a national analysis of the impact of zoning and subdivision 
regulations on housing affordability for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and the National Association of Homebuilders.  

§ Pierce Buildable Lands—Pierce County, WA (2004). Evaluated prior land inventories, 
developed evaluation tools, and provided technical assistance to local governments in 
Pierce County, WA to help them meet the requirements of the state buildable lands 
program legislation.  

§ Corvallis Housing—Corvallis, OR (2004). For Corvallis Neighborhood Housing 
Services, evaluated the market for affordable rental units in support of an application for 
a state grant.  

§ Exclusionary Zoning—Various (2003). Worked with the National Center for Smart 
Growth Education and Research to evaluate methods for identifying barriers to 
affordable housing provision. 

§ Housing Market Analysis—Salt Lake City, UT (2003). For Envision Utah, conducted a 
housing market analysis of the West Side Transportation Corridor to evaluate the 
potential impact of transportation and growth management policies. 

§ Snohomish County Reasonable Measures—Snohomish County, WA (2002). 
Developed a reasonable measures review program and analyzed development patterns 
and trends to help cities determine whether historical development was in compliance 
with the Washington Growth Management Act’s requirements that cities achieve target 
housing densities. 

§ Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan—Whatcom County, WA (2002). Identified 
economic development benchmarks for Whatcom County, Washington. 

§ Corvallis Economic Opportunities Analysis—Corvallis, OR (2001). Conducted a 
regional housing analysis and analyzed demand for residential, commercial and 
industrial development for Linn and Benton Counties. 

§ Conducted low-income housing siting analyses in five Oregon communities for the 
Oregon Department of Housing and Community Services. 

§ Analyzed dispersion of residential development and adequacy of public facilities for the 
Oregon DLCD. 
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§ Assisted in the analysis of land development trends and quality of life in the Willamette 
Valley for the Oregon Progress Boards. 

 


