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Kate Macfarlane, Project Manager/GIS Coordinator 

B.A. Environmental Policy, Middlebury College 
 

Kate Macfarlane is a Project Manager at ECONorthwest who specializes in projects related to 
urban planning, growth management, and transportation. As GIS Coordinator, Kate oversees 
ECONorthwest's spatial analysis and cartographic design capabilities. Prior to rejoining 
ECONorthwest in 2016, Kate worked at the U.S. Department of Transportation in the Volpe 
National Transportation Systems Center, where she supported projects in scenario planning, 
transit-oriented development, and border transportation planning. Kate works with clients and 
coworkers to deliver useful products that effectively communicate complex information. 

Representative Projects 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

§ Bellevue Affordable Housing Strategy—Bellevue, WA (2017). Project Manager. Served 
as the day-to-day project manager responsible for technical analysis in support of the 
creation of an Affordable Housing Strategy for the City of Bellevue. ECONorthwest’s 
work included modeling of different affordable housing incentive programs. 

§ Housing Affordability Impacts of HomeAway in Seattle – Seattle, WA (2017). Project 
Manager. For HomeAway, managed a team that analyzed the role of HomeAway in 
Seattle’s housing market and its impacts on overall housing affordability.  

§ Heartland Regional Plan and Fair Housing Equity Assessment—Omaha, NE (2014). 
For the Metropolitan Area Planning Agency and as part of the Heartland 2050 regional 
planning process, provided analysis and assisted with the development of a Fair 
Housing and Equity Assessment for the Omaha-Council Bluffs Metropolitan Area.  

§ Puget Sound Regional Centers Market Study (2016). For the Puget Sound Regional 
Council, managed the completion of major deliverables. ECONorthwest evaluated the 
economic performance of regional centers in central Puget Sound and estimated 2040 
demand for population and employment in regional centers.  

§ Economic Opportunities Analyses – North Plains, OR (2017), Sweet Home, OR (2017), 
Talent, OR (2016), Corvallis, OR (2016), Damascus, OR (2014), Tillamook, OR (2013). 
Assisted in conducting an Economic Opportunities Analysis to determine commercial 
and industrial land needs and provide technical analysis for a comprehensive plan 
update in the city. Provided data analysis (including forecasts of future employment).  

§ Housing Needs Analyses—North Plains, OR (2017), Talent, OR (2017), Corvallis, OR 
(2016), Wilsonville, OR (2013). For various cities in Oregon, assisted with the 
development of Housing Needs Analyses to determine residential land needs and assess 
housing affordability. Provided data analysis and authored sections of the reports. 
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Created a 20-page summary that uses infographics to present information about housing 
needs in an accessible, public-friendly way.  

§ Evaluation of Metro Community Planning and Development Grants -- Portland, OR 
(2014). For Metro, analyzed the amount, density, and value of development inside and 
outside of grant areas and conducted qualitative research to determine the role that the 
program played in supporting local planning efforts. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

§ Maryland Parkway Environmental Document—Las Vegas, NV (2017) Project 
Manager. For the Regional Transportation Commission, provided project management 
and analysis for the creation of a funding strategy for a high-capacity transit corridor in 
the Las Vegas region. The project included evaluation of a special improvement district.  

§ Albany Area Regional Transportation Plan—Albany, OR (2016). For the Albany Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, analyzed future transit revenues for the Albany 
area and potential sources of additional revenue.  

§ Orlando Congestion Pricing Feasibility Study—Orlando, FL (2013). For MetroPlan 
Orlando, assisted with project management and analysis for the Value Pricing Pilot 
Program Feasibility Study, which investigated the feasibility of implementing 
congestion pricing in the Orlando metropolitan area.  

 

REDEVELOPMENT, MARKET, AND FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS 

§ Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Area Bond Feasibility—Portland, OR (2014). For 
the City of Portland, assisted with development of tax increment financing projections to 
support the sale of urban renewal revenue bonds.  

§ Lake Oswego Foothills Urban Renewal Plan and Report—Lake Oswego, OR (2013). 
For the City of Lake Oswego, assisted with the preparation of the final Plan and Report 
for the Foothills Urban Renewal District. 

§ Wilsonville Urban Renewal Strategic Plan – Wilsonville, OR (2014). Provided 
technical analysis to support the development of a strategic plan to guide the City of 
Wilsonville’s urban renewal activities over a ten-year period.  

§ Milwaukie/Commercial Core Enhancement Program—Milwaukie, OR (2014). For the 
City of Milwaukie and as part of the Moving Forward Milwaukie project, assisted with a 
market analysis for the commercial core of Milwaukie, Oregon.  

§ Port of Pasco Brownfield Redevelopment—Pasco, WA (2014). For the Port of Pasco, 
assisted with a market analysis in support of the redevelopment of a riverfront 
brownfield site.  

§ Barbur Boulevard Concept Plan—Portland, OR (2013). For the City of Portland, 
assisted with a market analysis of the Kelly Avenue Area in Portland, OR. The market 
analysis was used to create a concept plan for the Barbur Boulevard corridor.  
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§ Cameron McCarthy/Giles French Park Market and Feasibility Analysis—Rufus, OR 
(2013). For Sherman County, assisted with market and feasibility analyses of developing 
RV and tent camping facilities at Giles French Park in Rufus, OR. Conducted interviews 
with area RV-park owners and analyzed information on regional camping trends.  

 

SPATIAL ANALYSIS AND CARTOGRAPHIC DESIGN 

§ Springfield Main Street Corridor Vision Plan—Springfield, OR (2014). For Oregon 
Department of Transportation and the City of Springfield, analyzed land use and 
redevelopment potential for the Main Street Corridor in Springfield. ECONorthwest 
conducted a market analysis to support the development of the Main Street Corridor 
Vision Plan.  

§ Beaverton TIGER Grant Application Assistance—Beaverton, OR (2014). For the City of 
Beaverton, analyzed redevelopment potential, business distribution, and brownfield 
locations in support of a TIGER grant application.  

§ Hillsboro Old Town Community Reinvestment Strategy—Hillsboro, OR (2012). For 
the City of Hillsboro, OR, analyzed and visualized the mismatch between zoning and 
land use in the Old Town neighborhood. The spatial analysis was used to support an 
evaluation of development potential in the neighborhood.  

§ Analysis of GSI Economic Benefits—Seattle, WA (2013). For the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Seattle Public Utilities, analyzed the spatial distribution of green 
stormwater infrastructure projects in Seattle. 

§ Wildfire Fuel Treatment and Downstream Beneficiary Financing—Mariposa, CA 
(2013). For the Mariposa County Resource Conservation District, provided GIS analysis 
for a project analyzing the avoided costs associated with fire treatments in the 
Mokelumne River Basin. Analyzed property value distribution and the spatial 
relationship between modeled fire scenarios and utility infrastructure.  

§ Creekside Master Plan—Beaverton, OR (2013). For the City of Beaverton, OR, provided 
GIS and cartographic support for the neighbor outreach and market analysis 
components of the creation of a master plan for the Creekside District. 

§ Cartography Services—Various (2017). Created cartography or visualizations for a 
variety of ECONorthwest projects, including for publications on inclusionary zoning, 
Facebook’s economic impact, salmon stock in the Columbia River basin, the 
transportation economics of westside Portland, and freight flows in the Baltimore area. 


