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Kristin S. Lee, Senior Policy Analyst & Project Director  

M.P.A. Public Policy and Management, University of Oregon 
M.C.R.P. Community and Regional Planning, University of Oregon 

B.S. Biology, University of Utah 

Kristin is a senior policy analyst and project director with over 15 years of professional 
consulting experience in economics and policy analysis at ECONorthwest. Kristin specializes in 
both: 1) the economic dimensions of policies and actions affecting the environment and 2) 
economic issues in civil and environmental litigation. She leads projects covering a wide variety 
of natural resource issues facing urban and rural residents, industries, governments, nonprofit 
organizations, as well as clients in litigation. Her experience includes economic analyses at the 
local, statewide, and national scale on issues ranging from groundwater contamination, 
aggregate mining, and climate change to outdoor recreation, recycling, and wilderness 
economics. She has managed dozens of projects through litigation, ranging from economic 
analyses of complex environmental contamination matters to individual labor and injury cases. 
Based in Eugene, Oregon, Kristin’s experience also includes work in other areas of social policy 
including education, health, labor economics, and business services.  

Representative Projects 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  

§ Calculated the economic contribution of “quiet recreation” in four BLM regions in the 
western U.S. The Pew Charitable Trusts—California, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming. 

§ Analyzed market trends related to oil and gas development on federal lands. Private 
Client—Western U.S. 

§ Managed an analysis of the effects of the California Waterfix (a large infrastructure 
project in the San Francisco Bay-Delta) on water users. California Water Impact Network—
California 

§ Estimated the potential costs of the California Waterfix project on the Santa Barbara 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District. California Water Impact 
Network—California 

§ Prepared a review of the literature on state and regional carbon pricing mechanisms 
(including carbon taxes and cap and trade policies). Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Oversaw the development and implementation of analytical methods to assess the 
amount of “quiet” recreation on BLM lands in the U.S and estimate the economic 
contribution of those recreational activities in local and state economies. The Pew 
Charitable Trusts—Western U.S. 
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§ Quantified the amount of recreation on sagebrush lands managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management and calculated the spending and economic contribution of that recreation 
at the statewide level. The Pew Charitable Trusts & Western Values Project—Western U.S. 

§ Compared the costs of a proposed stormwater credit bank with the costs of 
implementing current stormwater regulations. Private Client—Washington. 

§ Led the data analysis team on a multi-year project to collect and analyze original data 
through surveys of residents and visitors on the economic importance of wildlife-related 
activities in Alaska and the distribution of the economic effects across households, sub-
populations, industries, and geographies in the state. The Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game—Alaska. 

§ Described the economic benefits of the California Environmental Quality Act. Private 
Client—California. 

§ Evaluated the potential effects, including equity-related effects on lower-income 
households, and identified key design elements of a statewide beverage container law 
(bottle bill) in the State of Maryland. State of Maryland and the Environmental Finance 
Center of the National Center for Smart Growth—Maryland. 

§ Described the sectors of the U.S. economy related to building resilience to climate 
change and calculated the number of jobs in those sectors. Oxfam America—Nationwide. 

§ Analyzed the costs and benefits of options for restoring Puget Sound, including low-
impact development projects, and assessed the feasibility of various market-based 
mechanisms for project evaluation and implementation. Puget Sound Partnership—Puget 
Sound, WA. 

§ Reviewed an analysis of the costs and benefits of several cleanup remedies proposed for 
a contaminated mining site. Private Client—Washington. 

§ Analyzed the water-related effects of residential development and alternative 
development patterns. Private Client—Nationwide. 

§ Calculated the benefits that a public water utility could realize by relying on riparian 
buffers and stream protection rather than the expansion of its wastewater treatment 
facility to meet water-quality objectives. Washington State. 

§ Analyzed the long-term benefits, costs, and risks of alternative cleanup remedies for a 
hazardous waste site in close proximity to residences and a scenic river. Washington 
Department of Ecology—Skykomish, WA. 

§ Evaluated the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s draft analysis of the costs and 
benefits of groundwater and soil remediation scenarios for a creosote-contaminated 
Superfund site. Washington Department of Ecology—Bainbridge Island, WA. 

§ Assessed the impacts of wildfire and fire-related programs on communities in the 
wildland-urban interface and on low-income residents in particular. Center for Watershed 
and Community Health—Nationwide. 



 

ECONorthwest   3 

§ Evaluated the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Final Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement regarding the proposed Columbia River Channel Deepening Project. Private 
Client—Oregon and Washington. 

§ Analyzed the potential economic consequences of designating critical habitat under the 
federal Endangered Species Act for the endangered cactus ferruginous pygmy owl in 
Arizona. Defenders of Wildlife—Arizona. 

§ Described the economic conditions in the Columbia River Basin, explained the reasons 
for the Basin’s lagging economy, and highlighted the potential transitions that the 
Basin’s economy may undergo. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Created a GIS model to analyze the spatial distribution of water diversions in the 
Willamette River Basin. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Described economic dimensions of watershed restoration to provide baseline 
information for designing and evaluating proposals to restore watersheds in the Sierra 
Nevada. Private Client —Sierra Nevada, California. 

§ Identified the economic benefits of protecting natural resources in the Sonoran Desert. 
Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection—Sonoran Desert. 

§ Analyzed the pending closure of a lumber mill in northeastern Washington. Private 
Client.  

LITIGATION SUPPORT  

§ Described the economic effects of a contaminated site on surrounding properties and on 
the local urban economy. Private Client—Mississippi. 

§ Calculated economic damages to the Town of Halfmoon stemming from PCB 
contamination in the Hudson River, which affected the Town’s water supply, its water 
treatment facility, and other investments. Private attorneys for Town of Halfmoon, NY—
New York. 

§ Provided economic analysis of the benefits of remediating groundwater contaminated 
with a manufacturing chemical, vinyl chloride. Private client—Louisiana. 

§ Evaluated an analysis of the economic impacts of litigation on petroleum-industry 
activities in Louisiana. Private Client—Louisiana. 

§ Calculated the costs a private firm avoided through its failure to comply with air 
pollution, hazardous materials and wastes, and water pollution laws arising from the 
operation of concrete batch and trucking businesses. California District Attorneys 
Association—California. 

§ In multiple projects over a 10-year period, calculated the water-, air-, and fuel-related 
economic costs and benefits from groundwater, surface water, and soil contamination 
from leaking underground storage tanks. Various clients throughout the U.S.—Nationwide.  

§ Evaluated damages to the County associated with loss of use of contaminated property. 
Private Client—Illinois. 
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§ Performed statistical analysis to identify members of a proposed class of plaintiffs and 
the amount of the aggregate class damages in a matter involving the failure of an 
insurance company to compensate policyholders for the sales tax paid on lost property. 
Private Client—Washington. 

§ Assessed the accuracy and economic value of a written document prepared by the 
plaintiff. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Analyzed economic factors relevant to setting market-rate royalties associated with an 
aggregate mine. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Calculated present value of economic damages to a Hawaiian water utility from 
contaminated groundwater. Private Client—Hawaii. 

§ Evaluated the economic and policy issues related to a proposed urban housing 
development. Private Client—Portland, Oregon. 

§ Calculated punitive damages in a case involving water contaminated with dry-cleaning 
chemicals. Private Client—California. 

§ Calculated the economic damages incurred by a homeowner whose trees were removed 
without his permission. Private Client—Oregon Coast. 

§ Addressed the economic issues of telecommunications firms' challenge, under the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, to the City of Portland's franchise-fee agreements for 
use of the municipal right-of-way. City of Portland—Oregon. 

§ Testified on behalf of a community water association to the economic benefits of 
protecting the quality of an Oregon community's groundwater resources from a 
proposed gravel mine and associated asphalt plant. Rickreall Community Water 
Association—Oregon. 

§ Reviewed and critiqued opposing experts’ analyses in wrongful discharge cases. Various 
Clients—Oregon and Washington. 

§ Calculated the economic loss related to several wrongful deaths and injuries. Various 
Private Clients—Oregon and Washington. 

§ Analyzed labor market conditions for an arbitration between a healthcare provider and 
its employees. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Analyzed the economic damage incurred by citizens of the State of Yap, in the Federated 
States of Micronesia, from a ship that grounded on the coral reef and spilled oil into the 
mangrove-reef ecosystem.  Citizens of Yap—Micronesia. 

§ Identified the economic impacts of a proposed aggregate mining operation on 
surrounding farms. Private Client—Yamhill County, Oregon. 

§ Conducted benefit-cost analysis of the State of California's ban on the use of MTBE as a 
gasoline oxygenate for an international NAFTA arbitration matter. U.S. State 
Department—California. 
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§ Assessed the fairness of the fees that the City of Huntsville, Alabama charges 
telecommunications firms to use its right-of-way. City of Huntsville—Alabama. 

§ Studied the economic performance of the ski industry in the Lake Tahoe area, the 
market conditions that affect this sector of the region’s economy, and the economic 
factors associated with avoiding and complying with regional water quality regulations 
and county permitting processes. California Department of Justice—California. 

§ Calculated lost wages and benefits in a wrongful discharge claim between a former 
employee and a hardwood-trading firm. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Evaluated right-of-way fees in an Arizona city that were challenged by a 
telecommunications company under the 1996 Telecommunications Act. Private Client—
Arizona. 

§ Used hedonic modeling to assess the economic damage to homeowners caused by 
hazardous waste pollution from mining and mineral processing activities. Private 
Client—Idaho. 

§ Analyzed the statistical differences between groups of employment-related injury 
settlements. Private Client—Washington. 

§ Studied allegations of price fixing in markets for agricultural commodities. Private 
Client—Nationwide. 

§ Evaluated the relevant product and geographic markets for hospital services in Oregon 
relating to claims of monopolistic behavior. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Analyzed the fees that a city in California charged a telecommunications company to 
access the city-owned right-of-way. Private Client—California. 

§ Calculated the economic damages to the Oregon coast resulting from an abandoned 
section of the New Carissa shipwreck. Oregon Department of Justice—Oregon. 

§ Compiled data on the economic impacts to municipalities in Alaska of the oil spilled 
from the Exxon Valdez. Private Client—Alaska. 

§ Analyzed of the impacts of a proposed gravel mine on the cost of farm practices on 
surrounding lands. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Calculated the economic damages (lost wages and benefits) stemming from claims of 
personal injury, wrongful death, wrongful discharge, etc., in many separate cases over a 
15-year period. Various Private Clients—Oregon, Washington. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT AND RELATED ANALYSIS 

§ Analyzed the potential economic effects of a proposed water-bottling facility, including 
effects on local employment, population, public resources, and natural resource 
amenities. McCloud Watershed Council—California. 

§ Evaluated a business and fundraising plan for the proposed expansion of a ski area in 
the context of climate forecasts for the region. City of Ashland—Oregon. 
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§ Examined the economic issues associated with a proposal to mine sand and gravel and 
construct a new pier and barge facility in a protected marine reserve in Puget Sound. 
Private Client—Washington. 

§ Analyzed the social costs and benefits underlying aggregate mining on prime farmland. 
Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Critiqued a draft economic analysis of land use conflicts between aggregate mining and 
agriculture in Oregon. Private Client—Oregon. 

§ Analyzed the feasibility, design, and potential revenues of a proposed surcharge on pet 
food in Lane County, Oregon. Lane County —Oregon. 

§ Conducted a user survey for a market and feasibility analysis of a proposed convention 
center in Salem, Oregon. City of Salem—Oregon. 

 


