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Joel Ainsworth, Project Manager 

M.S. Applied Economics, Oregon State University 

B.A. Economics, University of Alaska Anchorage 

Joel Ainsworth is a Project Manager at ECONorthwest, where he specializes in applied 

economic analysis. His recent projects for ECONorthwest include topics healthcare, social 

policy, and business economics. Joel also leads many of the firm’s input-output analyses to 

evaluate regulatory and public policy decisions, and helping businesses understand how they 

contribute to the regional economy. 

Representative Projects 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

▪ Economic Analysis of the Chetco Bar Wildfire—Curry County, OR (2018–Ongoing). 

Project Manager. Evaluated the effect of the Chetco Bar wildfire on Curry County and 

the City of Brookings for the South Coast Development Council, via effects on timber, 

fisheries, tourism, and relocation decisions. This project also updated the Economic 

Opportunities Analysis for the City of Brookings. 

▪ Travel Oregon Recreation Analysis—Portland, OR (2016). Project Manager. Provided 

economic analyses and demand modeling, economic impacts, etc. in support of a new 

outdoor recreation initiative. 

▪ Clackamas County Pilot Urban Lumber Program—Clackamas County, OR (2016). 

Project Manager. Assisted the County in developing a cooperative program, operating 

manual, and assessment of impacts for an urban lumber pilot program that enables 

more sustainable planting, harvesting, and reutilization of urban trees. 

▪ Greenhouse Emissions Reduction Plan—Portland, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Provided analytic support to an Oregon business leader’s taskforce that will design a 

five-year action plan for reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Oregon. 

▪ Socioeconomic Analysis of a Proposed Fish Hatchery—Central ID (2015). Project 

Associate. Evaluated the potential socioeconomic imparts for the reconstruction of the 

Crystal Springs Hatchery and other associated sites. As part of the analysis, estimated 

the potential effects of the construction on recreation, commercial, and fishing 

opportunities. 

▪ Whitewater Play Park at the Willamette Falls—Portland, OR (2015). Project Associate. 

Identified and quantified the primary economic values and market impacts that were 

likely to materialize from the proposed park on Willamette Falls. 
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▪ Travel Oregon Tourism Survey—Portland, OR (2015). Project Manager. Designed a 

survey to gather information about visitors to the Columbia Gorge during the peak 

tourism season. 

▪ Macroeconomic Effect of Energy Efficiency in Oregon and Washington—OR & WA 

(2015). Project Manager. Measured the macroeconomic effects of different energy 

efficiency investments in Oregon and Washington using a dynamic economic impact 

model. 

▪ Mosaic Phosphate Mine Expansion—Various, FL (2015). Project Manager. Measured 

the economic impacts of extending and reclaiming existing phosphate mines in Hardee, 

Manatee, and DeSoto Counties. 

EDUCATION, HEALTH, AND SOCIAL POLICY 

▪ Oregon Early Childhood Investments—Portland, OR (2018–Ongoing). Characterized 

participation in public programs for children aged 0-5 in Oregon and estimated the cost 

of possible program expansion for the Children’s Institute and Oregon Community 

Foundation. 

▪ 2017 OSU Impacts—Statewide, OR (2018). Calculated the economic contributions for 

each of OSU’s campuses and their respective communities, along with the total 

economic effect in Oregon. Created and administered an alumni survey to measure 

employment outcomes for OSU graduates. 

▪ National Healthcare Reform Options—Nationwide (2018). Modeled the fiscal impacts 

of expanding federal Medicaid waivers patterned after Oregon’s Coordinated Care 

program. 

▪ Economic Analysis of Corrections Enterprises—Salem, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Calculated the impact of products and services performed by inmates in the Oregon 

Corrections Enterprises agency and looked at the potential “crowding out” effects of 

OCE operations on Oregon’s economy. Additionally, considered the impacts of inmate 

training on post-release outcomes (e.g., labor force participation and wages). 

▪ New Hampshire Healthcare Transformation—Statewide, NH (2016). Project Associate. 

Assisted the State of New Hampshire to build an economic modelling to measure the 

fiscal effects of waiving Medicaid requirements under the ACA. 

▪ Lumina Postsecondary Attainment Model—Seattle, WA (2016). Project Associate. 

Developed a quantitative scenario model that estimates post-secondary completion 

outcomes through 2025 to support the Lumina Foundation’s strategic planning process. 

▪ Economic Impact of UO Facility Expansion—Eugene, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Provided an economic impact analysis related to a charitable gift to the University of 

Oregon and resulting facility expansion. 

▪ State Medicaid Responses to High-Cost Drugs—Portland, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Provided economic and financial analysis for policy responses to rising drug costs for 

state Medicaid programs. 
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▪ Demand for Dental Care in Rural Oregon—Various, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Provided a third-party review on the Health Policy Institute’s analysis to forecast the 

shortage of dental professionals in rural Oregon. 

▪ Impact of OSU Innovation District—Bend, OR (2016). Project Manager. Provided an 

analysis of the economic impact and development potential for a new OSU applied 

science center. 

▪ OSU Cascades Economic Impact Study—Bend, OR (2016). Project Manager. Analyzed 

the economic effects of building out the OSU Cascades campus in Bend. 

▪ 2016 OAHHS Economic Contributions Update—Portland, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Updated the economic contributions associated with acute care facilities in Oregon for 

the Oregon Association of Hospitals and Health Systems (OAHHS). 

▪ Economic Effects of H2A Guest Worker Program—Lacey, WA (2016). Project Manager. 

Quantified the economic contributions of the H2A guest worker program to Washington 

State, the agricultural industry, and workers.  

▪ Economic Analysis of AllCare CCO—Grants Pass, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Measured the economic contributions of Medicaid spending in Southern Oregon. Also 

looked into the impact CCOs have had on the region and described the vulnerable 

population and changes in utilization for high-cost services. 

▪ Health Care Innovation in Washington State—Seattle, WA (2015). Project Manager. 

Performed an economic contribution and market analysis on Washington State's 

healthcare technology sector. 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

▪ St. Helens Waterfront Economic Analysis—Saint Helens, OR (2016). Project Manager. 

Evaluated the benefits and costs associated with developing an alternative connection to 

Highway 30 from the City’s waterfront.  

▪ Woodburn Industrial Development Opportunities Analysis—Woodburn, OR (2016). 

Project Associate. Developed an economic analysis about the highest and best land-use 

options for a recently completed UGB expansion in Woodburn.  

TRANSPORTATION 

▪ Lummi Nation FASTLANE Grant BCA—Lummi Island, WA (2016). Project Manager. 

Provided a BCA to support a grant application for a highway freight project for the 

Lummi Indian Nation. 

▪ Gooseberry Point TIGER BCA—Lummi Island, WA (2015). Project Manager. Built a 

benefit-cost model grant for a ferry terminal link to Lummi Island for the Lummi Indian 

Nation in support of a TIGER grant. 

BUSINESS ECONOMICS 

▪ 2018 NWCUA Economic Impacts—Statewide, OR, WA, ID (2018–Ongoing). Updating 

the 2016 economic impact analysis for credit unions in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. 
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▪ Economic Impact of Etsy—Nationwide (2018–Ongoing). Quantified and reported the 

economic impact that creative entrepreneurs have on local economies across the U.S.  

▪ Portland General Electric Economic Impacts and Research—Statewide, OR (2018). 

Performed an economic impact analysis of PGE and described its regional and statewide 

effect on Oregon’s economy. This analysis also included fiscal impacts and associated 

community engagement research. 

▪ EIA Peer Review for Business Oregon—Statewide, OR (2018). Performed a third-party 

peer review on an economic impact analysis of a biofuels facility performed by Business 

Oregon to ensure the underlying assumptions used for the analysis align with best 

practices. 

▪ PeaceHealth Economic Impacts—Lane County, OR (2015). Project Manager. Measured 

the direct and indirect impact of PeaceHealth Medical Centers on Lane County. Work 

included measuring the operational and capital expenditures, along with measuring the 

effect of visitation to the county for medical services. 

▪ Oregon Business Survivability Study—Salem, OR (2015). Analyzed the potential 

effects of the Oregon Small Business Development Center (OSBDCN) and Government 

Contract Assistance Program (GCAP) on business survivability. This included 

determining the status of OSBDCN and GCAP clients, along with measuring client 

satisfaction. 

▪ Economic Impacts of Oregon Tech—Klamath Falls and Wilsonville, OR (2015). Project 

Manager. Evaluated the economic contributions of Oregon Tech with a focus on its two 

campus locations in Klamath Falls and Wilsonville. This included measuring the 

economic effects operational and capital expenditures, along with the effect of student 

spending. 

Older Representative Projects 

▪ Three Capes Wind EA—Various, AK (2012). Assessed the socioeconomic impacts 

associated with installing wind turbines or other sources of renewal energy at three 

remote radar sites in Alaska. Performed in support of an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for the same three remote radar sites.   

▪ Zazu Lik Project—AK (2012). Completion of the socioeconomic assessment of a due 

diligence evaluation. The proposed AIDEA-owned Lik Deposit Transportation System 

(LDTS) would connect the Lik Deposit mine site to AIDEA’s existing asset, the Delong 

Mountain Transportation System.   

▪ Chuitna Coal Project—AK (2012). Updated and completed the socioeconomic portion of 

the Chuitna Coal EIS, specifically investigating and describing these projects the 

Affected Environment report so other investigators can consider them in the cumulative 

effects analysis.  

COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS/FEASIBILITY STUDIES 

▪ The Economic Benefits of Renewable Energy and Cost-Effective Energy Efficiency—

Various, AK (2012). Assisted the Alaska Energy Authority with benefit cost analyses on 
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proposals for renewable energy projects submitted to AEA in February. Projects 

assessed include hydroelectric, solar, wind, and geothermal. 

 

ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDIES/INPUT-OUTPUT ANALYSES 

▪ MAG-PLAN Alaska Update—AK (2012). For the USDOI Minerals Management Service, 

provided an update of the MMS’s model for projecting economic impacts of on-shore 

and off-shore oil and gas exploration, including potential development. Updated and 

revised an earlier MMS Input-Output model to reflect current industrial methodologies 

and continuing development since the model’s last revision   

▪ Alaska Aviation System Plan (AASP) Economic Contributions of Community 

Airports—AK (2011). Worked with the AK Department of Transportation and the 

Aviation Advisory Board to determine the total economic activity of local and rural 

airports in the State of Alaska. Project included disseminating surveys to leaseholders 

and using IMPLAN to assess the economic contribution of these facilities.   

▪ Alaska Aerospace Development Corporation (AAC) Economic Impact Assessment—

Various, AK (2011). Assessed the regional economic impacts of AAC expenditures for 

Kodiak, Anchorage, and the rest of Alaska. The analysis was conducted via input- 

output modeling, using multipliers from IMPLAN.   

▪ Alaska Pipeline Project (APP) Economic Impact Assessment—Various, AK (2012). The 

APP is an on-going project following NEPA guidelines, which examines the baseline 

scenario, impacts, and the cumulative effects of an intrastate natural gas pipeline. The 

work involved researching the socioeconomic affects and using dynamic analysis to 

measure the fiscal impacts for Alaska.   

MARKET AND ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 

▪ Port of Corpus Christi—Corpus Christi, TX (2012). Provided an objective analysis of the 

actual costs to operate, maintain, and replace the Port’s public oil docks, and the 

necessary tariff rates to cover these costs. Performed market analysis, which included 

reviewing and confirming wharfage rates and other applicable fees, and comparing 

overall costs among different ports.   

▪ Fairbanks North Star Borough Gas Distribution System Analysis—Fairbanks, AK 

(2012). Assessed the impact and optimal expansion of the proposed FNSB energy 

distribution infrastructure. In addition to cost savings, the study also looked at the 

potential improvements to air quality in the region by switching from fuel oil and wood, 

to natural gas and propane. This research used a combination of market demand 

estimation, SWOT analysis, and benefit-cost analysis to derive the savings estimates.   

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

▪ Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Implementation—Yakima, WA (2015). Helped to 

conduct an economic analysis of the Yakima River Basin Integrated Water Resource 

Management Plan. 
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▪ Economic Benefits of Hetch Hetchy—Various, CA (2015). Helped to identify the 

appropriate valuation techniques and means to estimate business impacts of restoration 

to the area. 

▪ 2020 Climate and Carbon Reduction Package—Brussels, BE (2010). Analyzed policy to 

help understand the Emissions trading system, emissions targets, and energy efficiency 

programs implemented by the European Union. 

Selected Professional Publications 

“Alaska Trends," Alaska Business Monthly. Contributed data and articles from July 2009–

September 2010.  

"Value-Driven Rent Dissipation in Fisheries: Losing Money by Racing for Fish," University of 

Alaska Anchorage. Presented to The International Institute of Fisheries Economics & 

Trade, July 2010, Montpelier, France (Journal date forthcoming)  

"Observing Trends and Assessing Data for Arctic Tourism," Institute of Social and Economic 

Research. Presented to the AON Social Indicators Project, April 2010.  

"Benefits of Alaska Native Corporations and the SBA 8(a) Program to Alaska Natives and 

Alaska," Institute of Social and Economic Research. Presented to the U.S. Senate 

delegation from Alaska. 

 

 


	M.S. Applied Economics, Oregon State University
	B.A. Economics, University of Alaska Anchorage
	Representative Projects
	Older Representative Projects

